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10-69 Work No. 10-69, 1969, ZHH A0 Rl oil on canvas, 130.3%130.3cm,

A% courtesy of the artist’s family
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Cho Byung Hyun Retrospective

CWW% from Abstract to Sandicape

This exhibition, A Journey from Abstract to Landscape, highlights the late artist Cho
Byung Hyun (1921-2011), a leading figure in Korea's geometric abstract art movement,
who established a unique body of work that traverses the boundaries between the
figurative and non-figurative arts. Cho Byung Hyun stood apart from the established art
world, dedicating his entire life to pioneering his own distinct path. After a lifelong
career tenaciously forging his unique artistic history, he ultimately became a key figure
in Korean modernist art.

Cho Byung Hyun was born in 1921 in Cheongju, Chungcheongbuk-do Province, and
spent his childhood in Goesan. His passion for art led him to move to Japan to study at

ZHHAO| FAY oil on canvas, 115x80cm, 54 % courtesy of the artist's family



the Tokyo Pacific Art School. Since his return to Korea, he has served as a pivotal

member of several major artist groups, including Sinjohyeongpa (Neo-Plastic Art

Group), Sinsangjeon, Sanghyungjeon, and the Hyundae Sketching Association. From

the Informel style, influenced by Chusa Calligraphy, to rational geometric abstraction,

to the absolutist tendency, he ceaselessly explored diverse artistic approaches through
hisunique formative experiments. From the late 1970s onward, he shifted from abstract
painting to figurative work and immersed himself in landscapes of Spirit Resonance and
Vitality (R#84:8h), guided by nature. In this change, he transcended mere reproduction

of nature and moved toward a bold reconstruction of nature using the color-plane

composition of figurative painting. This innovative interpretation further consolidated

his artistic standing as a figurative artist.
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6-68 Work No. 6-68, 1968, ZHH A0 Xl oil on canvas, 90%117cm,
A% courtesy of the artist’s family



Most importantly, throughout his 70-year journey as a painter, Cho Byung Hyun, who
willingly chose the path of an independent artist, consistently sought his own distinctive
formal elements, order, and harmony in his geometric abstraction. Such achievement
may have solidified his position as a key modernist artist in Korean art history.

This exhibition, A Journey from Abstract to Landscape, sheds new light on the late
Cho Byung Hyun, an artist with ties to Chungbuk who has remained underrecognized
within the region, marking an important milestone in redefining the region’s art-
historical foundation.
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ZHHAO| R4 oil on canvas, 131x131cm, S5 4Z courtesy of the artist’s family
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69 Work No. 4-69, 1969, ZHHAO| {xH oil on canvas, 130.3x130.3cm,
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A% courtesy of the artist's family
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ZHHAO| R4 oil on canvas, 131x131cm, S5 4% courtesy of the artist’s family
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ZHHAO 4 oil on canvas, 90%116cm, REAZE courtesy of the artist's family



AN E A AL Al U 22 Jje] u] Ao}
£ 7] FEA PN E ExH ] £53 A7) o] ohuiz} #9]
o} ol g el L8 Ho| $218 MR A7) T L7 Ae] Mzo] AAL A

#Uch

,,
>
N

fijo

g

=

llx

Y,

- 37101241 1990.11.4. 2] -

ZHHAO| F4H oil on canvas, 130x193cm, R52A% courtesy of the artist's family
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= 10:00 - 18:00

Zg2t 10:00 - 17:00

Opening Hours

Weekdays 10:00 - 19:00

Weekends 10:00 - 18:00

Winter season (November - February)

Weekdays 10:00 - 18:00

Weekends 10:00 - 17:00

Public holidays

Every Monday, 1st of January, Seollal, Chuseok

67 Daeseong-ro 122beon-
gil, Sangdang-gu, Cheongju-si,
Chungcheongbuk-do, Korea

T 043-223-4100 F 043-223-4101

www.cbfc.or.kr
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2F Insaartcenter, 41-1, Insadong-gil,
Jongno-gu, Seoul, Korea

T 070-4224-6240

www.cbfc.or.kr
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